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Book Disclaimer

• The Forestry Rules of Maine

does not contain any 

complete or actual forestry 

laws and rules.

• For complete laws and rules, 

follow the web links listed in 

the book or contact the 

appropriate regulatory 

agency.



Maine Forest Service 
Regulatory Philosophy

• Three Tiered Approach:

–To prevent violations through 
education and outreach.

–To intervene with potential 
problems and help people 
comply.

–To take enforcement action as 
a last resort.



Purpose of the Book

• To help foresters, loggers, and 
landowners understand the 
forestry laws and rules.  This is 
achieved through:
– An easy to use format 

– Clear summaries of the laws and 
rules

– Directions to get additional 
information

– A listing of agency contacts

• To increase the likelihood of 
compliance when harvesting 
timber.



The Rule Book Team

• A collaborative effort between 
MFS and the forestry community.

• The MFS team included foresters, 
rangers, and GIS experts.

• The outside review team 
included:

– Dr. Jeffrey Benjamin – The 
University of Maine

– Ted Shina – Huber Resources

– Pat Sirois – ME SFI

– Brian Souers – Owner Treeline, Inc.



Key Features of the Book

• Planning checklist

• Eight sections on regulations

– Ex.  Water Quality

• List of agencies and contact info.

• Links for additional information

– Ex.  Zoning maps

• Useful tables in appendices

• MFS Forester map on back cover

• Consistent format





The Rule Book Sections

1. Water Quality

2. FONs, Clearcutting, and 
Liquidation

3. Forest Protection, Access, and 
Boundary Lines

4. Licensing, Measurements, 
Transportation, and Quarantines

5. Wildlife

6. Tax Programs and Liability

7. Change of Use

8. MFS Recommendations









The Forestry Rules of Maine is 
intended to increase compliance
and reduce negative impacts to 
Maine’s natural resources.









Distribution Policy

• Free individual copies from MFS 
Foresters and RECs

• Free copies at many workshops 
including CLP and Stewardship 
Forester training sessions

• Multiple copies must be ordered 
through Augusta MFS office at $3 
per copy.



For Books or More 
Information

Contact your local District Forester or 
Regional Enforcement Coordinator 

or

The Department of Agriculture, 
Conservation, and Forestry 

The Maine Forest Service 
22 State House Station 

Augusta, ME 04333
207-287-2791


